
 
 

 

 
Nowos and human rights 
 
At Nowos, we envision a global economy that uses business as a force of good. This economy is comprised of a 
new type of corporation, which is purpose-driven and creates benefit for all stakeholders. We aim to not only 
reclaim raw materials from Lithium-Ion batteries, but to reclaim them in a way that has a positive effect on our 
planet, people and profit. We aim to add value by treating used Lithium Ion batteries not as waste, but as a 
valuable material for re-creation: 
 

• We believe you should actually get paid for your used products! Recycling should be cheaper than 
digging materials from the ground. 

• Moreover, we believe the process of reclaiming raw materials should have no additional negative side 
effects on the planet and people, giving our earth and population a chance to regenerate! 

 
This asks of our partners and us to co-create a radically different process of reclaiming raw materials: more 
efficient, better in quality, with less negative side effects. This people oriented, environmental approach is also 
expressed in the company name: ‘NOWOS’, meaning a new common spirit, living again1.  
 
Our core activities include: 
 

1. Recycling of useful materials from urban waste (Urban Mining) and the facilitation of end-to-end 
circular and logistic processes in the field of Lithium Ion batteries (Reversed logistics); 

2. Providing advice and services with regard to all aspects of safe handling, legal rules and 
administration in relation to Lithium Ion and all other (logistic) processes concerning battery waste.  

Nowos declaration on human rights: 
 

1. Respect human rights: “We respect people, society and different cultures and support the aims of the 
United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

2. Our business ethics and corporate governance help to define the parameters within which we can 
achieve our mission. Ethical business practice is key to that, and it is therefore important to us that 
we support and commit to the aims of the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
seek to ensure that none of our products and services abuse civil, political, social or economic rights.  

3. A main ambition of Nowos’s activities is to promote people’s quality of life in general.  

4. Human rights are universal and applicable to all human beings. In the past, upholding respect for 
human rights was mainly viewed as a government responsibility but nowadays a clear responsibility in 
this respect is also ascribed to companies.  

5. Nowos uses frameworks such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights to assess and select companies prior to financing and 
investment. Business relations are expected to respect human rights standards as defined by the 
organizations referenced above, especially the rights of women, and those of children and other 
vulnerable groups.  

Nowos, January 2019 

 

 
1 "Nous" meaning “spirit” in Greek and “we” in French: our common spirit, we are in this together. 


